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CERTIFICATION REGARDING FOR-

EIGN ASSISTANCE FOR MEXICO
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. MICA] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I come be-
fore the House tonight, before an im-
portant vote tomorrow, and that vote
tomorrow is the question of whether
the Congress will vote in fact to decer-
tify Mexico and override the certifi-
cation granted by this administration
and this President.

Certification, and as a staffer some
years ago in the other body, I had the
opportunity to work on drafting that
certification legislation, is predicated
on several factors. One is enforcement
and eradication and stopping drugs at
their source. The other is the coopera-
tive effort of a nation. Then there are
certain sanctions and penalties that we
impose on countries that do not co-
operate, and we either certify them or
decertify them.

Tomorrow this Congress will decide
on whether we agree with the adminis-
tration, and I think they made a grave
error and a grave mistake. If we take a
few minutes and examine the record,
look at what has happened with drug
flow into the United States, and let us
look at heroin, let us look at cocaine,
let us look at methamphetamines.

Just a few years ago, most of the her-
oin came in in very small amounts
from Mexico and it was a brown heroin.
Today 30 percent of all the heroin com-
ing into the United States is coming in
from Mexico. Cocaine, there is no co-
caine to my knowledge produced in
Mexico. Most of it is produced in Bo-
livia and Peru, a little bit in Colombia.
But 70 percent of all cocaine coming
into the United States, and this is by
DEA’s estimates, is now coming in
from Mexico.

Eighty percent of all the marijuana
coming into the United States is com-
ing in from Mexico. And
methamphetamines, which I spoke of,
from mid 1993 to early 1995 Mexican
traffickers reportedly produced, and
last year, produced 150 tons of meth-
amphetamine, or speed, coming into
the United States from that country.

So the record has gotten worse and
worse and worse, of drug eradication.
The problem is getting greater and
greater. What is worse for our country
and our children and our neighbor-
hoods and our communities is, it is af-
fecting our children. Heroin use is up
by teenagers dramatically. Emergency
room visits are also up.

And then we look at the question of
whether we should certify Mexico
based on cooperation. We asked Mexico
to do some of the following things, and
let me say in every one of these areas
they have dragged their feet or failed
to comply with our request.

First, agree to extradition. You will
hear them say they extradited 16 peo-
ple. That is false. Only 3 have been ex-
tradited according to our requests and
only one who had some record of in-

volvement with drugs, and he was ex-
tradited because he had dual citizen-
ship, both American and Mexican.
Failed on extradition.

Failed to allow our DEA to protect
themselves with firearms. Failed to
allow 20 more DEA agents to be placed
in Mexico. Failed to share intelligence
with the United States. Failed to in-
stall antidrug radars in the south of
Mexico. Failed to comply or put to-
gether a permanent maritime pact.
And they failed to arrest and prosecute
drug traffickers and drug money in
their own country and really enforce
their new laundering money laws.

They have failed to take concrete
steps to comply. So by no measure do
they deserve certification.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow I urge my
colleagues to come to the floor. Trade
is important with Mexico, cooperation
is important with Mexico. They are our
southern neighbor and an important
part of this hemisphere. But when their
actions, their lack of cooperation is de-
stroying our schools, our children’s fu-
ture, our neighborhoods and our com-
munities, this Congress must act in a
responsible manner to stop that action
against us by our neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow we must
come as a Congress and send a very
clear message to Mexico, not based on
finance or business but on the future of
this country and, again, our children
and what is happening.

The alternative is what? We have al-
most 2 million Americans in jail. Sev-
enty percent of the people in our pris-
ons and penal facilities are there be-
cause of drug-related convictions.
Where is that narcotic coming from,
those illegal drugs coming from? They
are coming from, I submit, and we have
proved here, Mexico. We must send this
message and we must do it as a united
Congress tomorrow.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SENSENBRENNER addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr.
SCARBOROUGH] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Mr. SCARBOROUGH addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

THE CASE FOR SAVING AMERICA’S
FAMILIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Michi-
gan [Mr. HOEKSTRA] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, to-
night I want to share with my col-
leagues a project that we have been
working on for a number of months. We
call it the Case for Saving America’s
Families.

In this project, we are attempting to
build a case for government that does
only what government can and should
do. Too often in Washington we have
begun to ask Washington, this city, to
do things that are better done at a
State and local level and in many cases
are better done not by bureaucracies
and bureaucrats in Washington but are
better done by families, by nonprofit
faith-based institutions or by the pri-
vate enterprise system. We have asked
this city to make too many decisions
that it is ill-equipped to make and that
could be made much better in other
parts of America.

We have to look at this Washington
bureaucracy. This street going down
over on the right side used to be called
Independence Avenue but if you take a
look at the buildings that line that
street, it is maybe an appropriate time
to rename that street Dependence Ave-
nue, because it demonstrates the de-
pendency that the rest of America has
developed on Washington, a depend-
ency where we ask bureaucrats to take
a larger role in raising our children,
bureaucrats and bureaucracies taking a
larger role in building our commu-
nities, bureaucrats taking a larger role
in creating jobs. We have identified and
we constantly are on the lookout for
specific examples where we can iden-
tify what the Washington bureaucracy
is doing, whether it is working or
whether it is failing, where it abuses
power, where it wastes money, where it
does things which perhaps to the Amer-
ican citizen, the average citizen, actu-
ally makes no sense.

b 1800

We have begun a project of collecting
these real life examples. These are
things which the Washington bureauc-
racy actually do, and we compile these
on a monthly basis. These are in your
office; we send them to your office each
and every month, and it is called, A
Tale of Two Visions. The newsletter
features actual examples of real life
stories of what is happening in Wash-
ington and then compares and con-
trasts what Washington is doing to
what successful entrepreneurs, success-
ful individuals, and successful organi-
zations are doing at the local level. It
highlights the struggle that many
Americans have with the Washington
bureaucracy.

Let me just highlight some of the ex-
amples that we have in our February
issue, and again these are in your of-
fices, where we highlight some things
that Washington believes it is best at
deciding and it believes that it is ap-
propriate to use American taxpayer
dollars to fund these kind of activities.

As many of you know, we fund public
housing projects around the country,
and when we fund these projects it is
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